






AS A NONPROFIT INSTITUTION, Martha’s 
Vineyard Hospital doesn’t deliver services 
to make money; it tries to operate pro�  t-

ably so it can continue to serve its community. 
A vivid example of this approach in action is the 
hospital’s new initiative to reopen a dental clinic 
that has been closed for the past two years.

This spring, the hospital is preparing to open 
its own clinic in space that was operated as a 
dentist’s of�  ce at the hospital years ago. “It’s 
been quite a task getting this up and running 
again,” says Tim Walsh, hospital CEO. 

This time around, Martha’s Vineyard Hospital 
will be the operator of the dental clinic – not just 
the landlord. “This is a huge need in the com-
munity,” says Mr. Walsh. “Our uninsured and 
lower-income patients have a really dif�  cult time 
accessing dental care.”

He concludes: “We’ll probably lose money on 
this. But sometimes we need to look beyond the 
pro�  tability of a program. There is a huge need 
for additional dental care on the Vineyard and 
we need to do what we can to help.”

Hospital to Open 
New Dental Clinic 

Reading, Writing 
and Philanthropy

Students at the Tisbury School 
learn important lessons about 
community, and about how a lot 

of small gifts can add up to make a big 
difference, in their annual fund-raising 
project for MarthaÕs Vineyard Hospital.

The project involves students, teach-
ers and parents and spans a month of 
the school year. Collection jars are kept 
in each classroom, and students count 
the coins daily. Since 2002 they have 
raised over $13,000.

Teacher Anne Williamson says that 
students eagerly take part in this proj-
ect, applauding when progress is an-
nounced. ÒRaising funds for a tangible 
item, like this yearÕs special IV pump for 
newborns, is the best way to see how 
their efforts help. Some of our students 
will see their gift when their own sib-
lings are born, and they can take pride 
in knowing that they helped buy it.Ó

ON MARCH 1, the new af�  liation 
between Martha’s Vineyard Hos-
pital and Massachusetts General 

Hospital became of�  cial, cementing a part-
nership that promises to enhance both our 
hospital’s �  nancial security and the quality 
of its clinical care.

With this agreement, Martha’s Vineyard 
Hospital becomes a member of Partners 
HealthCare, a network which includes 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Newton-
Wellesley Hospital, North Shore Medical 
Center, Faulkner Hospital, McLean Hospital 
and Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital.

The mission of Martha’s Vineyard Hospital, says Tim Walsh, CEO, has always 
been to provide the health care services that can be delivered right here on the 
Island, and to connect Vineyarders seamlessly with those services which cannot. 
“Our af�  liation with Mass General,” he says, “is going to be a really a big step 
forward in that respect.”

One of the �  rst joint projects of the two newly-partnered hospitals, in fact, 
will be to coordinate the sharing of medical information electronically, so critical 
patient information can be shared instantly by doctors here and specialists in Bos-
ton. The hospitals are working together to integrate Martha’s Vineyard Hospital 
into the Partners HealthCare electronic medical record system.

A second initiative, Mr. Walsh says, will be discussions with Mass General 
about arranging to bring their specialists to the Island on a scheduled basis 
– bringing the giant medical center’s resources here and sparing Vineyarders the 
trip to Boston.

Taking a longer view, and speaking from his perspective as the Island hospi-
tal’s former chief �  nancial of�  cer, Mr. Walsh sees this partnership as opening a 
new chapter of stability here.

“We’re a very small hospital,” he says, “and with the challenges of seasonality 
and the cost of living here, it’s a hard equation to make it all work right. I think 
what we gain from the af�  liation, long-term, is both �  nancial stability and a level 
of operational oversight. There’s a tremendous amount of management expertise 
at Mass General Hospital, and we’ll have the bene�  t of that.”

To read more about the af�  liation, please go to www.mvhospital.com/af�  lia-
tion. Information about Partners HealthCare may be found at www.partners.org.

Af�  liation of Two Hospitals is 
a Partnership full of Promise

IN 2006, more than 30 patients were seen at Martha’s 
Vineyard Hospital with symptoms of a possible 
stroke. Doctors know that in these cases, the �  rst 

three hours make a critical difference – in the quality of 
recovery, and even between life and death.

In February, Martha’s Vineyard Hospital’s stroke 
protocol program was certi�  ed by the Massachusetts Dept. of Public Health and 
the American Stroke Association. The Hospital is now a primary stroke service 
center, which means its service has passed a rigorous review by the state. With 
this designation, the Hospital applied for and received $15,000 for outreach and 
education from the Coverdell Stroke Hospital Quality Improvement Grants. Our 
hospital was one of only �  ve in the state to win such a grant.

Under the new protocols, our ER staff works closely with neurologists and 
radiologists at Mass General Hospital. Brain images from the Island CT scanner 
can be instantly sent to Boston and MGH physicians can interview patients via 
webcam in real time, a critical aid in establishing the nature of the stroke and in 
guiding such decisions as the use of clot-busting drugs. 

The MV Hospital Stroke Team is available to speak to community groups and 
providers. For information call Mary Patrice Ruocco at 508 693-0410 ext. 205. 

Hospital Wins Certi�  cation as 
Stroke Center
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